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God’s Word

Blessed be my people Egypt, 
and the work of my hands Assyria, 
and my inheritance, Israel.

Isaiah 19.25



Terms

• “Faith”
• Religion (communal, organized, historic)

• Spiritual path (personal, eclectic, synthesis)

• Philosophy (humanism)

• Civil Religion (examples)



Can? Should Christians Engage in 
Inter-religious Dialogue?

Christians have always existed 
in multi-religious cultures -

See the New Testament Church



Approaches

• Exclusive – my religion is THE right 
religion (human nature)

• Inclusive – my religion is right but all 
others are “included” under mine

• Syncretism - all spiritual paths are about 
(or are) the same; blending

• Pluralist – creative tension (my description)

(primarily monotheistic categories)



A positive approach

• From a Christian perspective – one God

• The Holy Spirit animates all people

• All people are children of God

• “Human dignity” as baseline

• Scripture support (for either position)

• One aspect of Mission (priorities, weave into 
existing)





Target Communities

• People who are singled 
out for discrimination or 
demonizing based on 
color, culture, religion, 
gender, sexual identity, or 
other characteristics 

• Withdraw, create sub-
cultures for safety and to 
maintain identity

• African-Americans

• Latino/Latinas

• Pacific, Oriental origins

• Irish and Italian Catholic 
Immigrants



Step One: Faith Sharing

Always be ready to give an explanation 
to anyone who asks you 
for a reason for your hope, 
but do it with gentleness and reverence...

1 Peter 3.15b-16



Faith Sharing

• Comfortable with their own faith
• Bible study, church classes are already 

skill-building
• Life-long spiritual growth



The more I am able to affirm others, to say 
"yes" to them in myself, by discovering 
them in myself and myself in them, the 
more real I am. I am fully real if my own 
heart says yes to everyone. I will be a 
better Catholic, not if I can refute every 
shade of Protestantism, but if I can affirm 
the truth in it and still go further. So, too, 
with the Muslims, the Hindus, the 
Buddhists, etc. 

Thomas Merton in Conjectures of a Guilty Bystander



This does not mean syncretism, indifferentism, 
the vapid and careless friendliness that accepts 
everything by thinking of nothing. There is much 
that one cannot "affirm" and "accept," but first 
one must say "yes" where one really can. If I 
affirm myself as a Catholic merely by denying all 
this is Muslim, Jewish, Protestant, Hindu, 
Buddhist, etc., in the end I will find that there is 
not much left for me to affirm as a Catholic: and 
certainly no breath of the Spirit with which to 
affirm it. 

Thomas Merton in Conjectures of a Guilty Bystander



Step Two: Preparation



Step Two: Preparation



Reactions

• Threatened; retreat to fundamentalism*

• Get confused and give up 

• Journey deeper into their own tradition and 
other spiritualities



Do people leave Christianity?

• Permission to question is permission to 
grow

• Often what people are looking for is in 
their “home” tradition and they will 
discover it through interfaith dialogue

• Renewed love of their own tradition



Practical Issues II

• Ethnic and cultural differences
• Liberal and conservative
• Different organizational structures
• Level of formation (seminaries)

• Big 3 v. All religions



Ways to proceed

• Book Clubs (limited time, resource guides)
• Study Groups (topics, human trafficking)
• Panels
• Site Visits
• Charity, Social Justice, Advocacy
• Meals - natural symbol of hospitality but “what is 

this?” and who pays?
• Covenant relationship (longer term)
• Existing resources (Christian Century, Alban)



Simple Conversations

As a person of a different group than yours, 
here are a few things I want you to know 
about me.

• My pride in my religion/culture/country/group etc.
• My pain in my religion/culture/country/group etc.
• What I never want to hear said about my 

religion/culture/country/group etc. again.
• How you can be an even better ally.
• Topics I would like to discuss in the coming months.

David Nelson



Tools and Props - increase comfort level



Simple Living

• All religions teach 
intentional simplicity 
in one form or another

• Economy makes this 
attractive

• Practical and Spiritual



Preparing the Speakers

Most people are not 
public speakers or 

educators



Clear communication of goal, format

• You have 5 minutes for your introduction in which I hope you will address:
• Your name
• Your religion
• Your occupation
• Where you live (neighborhood or part of town)
• Where you practice your religion (in what part of KC is your synagogue, 

mosque, etc. located)
• (Briefly) How you practice your religion (daily prayer, dietary observances, 

clothing)
• We are not addressing the history of particular religions but rather how you 

and others practice the religion here and now. 
• Be prepared to respond to this question: “What is one thing you want 

Christian ministers to know?” Maybe you want to stress commonalities (i.e.: 
charity) or differences in religions. Or you may want to say how you feel 
being part of a minority religion (are you discriminated against?).



House of Abraham

• Photo here



Issues, Projects



Hans Kung

• No peace among the nations 
without peace among the 
religions.

• No peace among the religions 
without dialogue between the 
religions.

• No dialogue between the 
religions without common ethical 
standards.

• No survival of our planet in peace 
and justice without a global ethic.
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